
  

First Word      
February 1, 2020 

Therefore encourage one  

another and build one another  

up, just as you are doing!  

1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 

Be a part of our new endeavor to encourage each other in our             

daily lives.  Each month we will be sharing your stories of faith in 

the newsletter. You are encouraged  to submit your story of your 

Christian walk.  

You don’t need to be a skilled writer, just a fellow believer sharing 

your daily walk with God. You can: 

 Write about both the big and small ways that God makes  

Himself known in your daily life.  

   Be yourself, your story is your story. 

   Remember, it doesn’t have to be perfect. 

   Share your story to someone who may need that same kind 

     of encouragement at just that moment.   

  It can be as simple as telling where or when you find peace 

and contentment or even a more dramatic story of God’s               

intervention in your life.  

 So...please say yes, when we ask you to share! Submit your                

 stories to Elinor at fpcl.org. Please submit all stories as a 

 WORD document or it can be handwritten.  We may contact 

 you with recommendations for your write up as we edit the 

 newsletter.  

  

 To read the first story turn to page 5. 
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Begins February 17 

First Presbyterian Church of Littleton 

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

 

This 6-week class is open to everyone, who wants a better understand-
ing of grief and loss, and how to successfully navigate the many twists, 
turns, and detours. We will deal not only with losses from the death of a 
family member or friend, but also losses of a relationship, pet, job, health, and 
dream. We offer you a safe place with good support to practice some of the next 
steps in healing from grief and loss, and building strength for the life you want 
to live. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Jaynie Muggli with Pastor Carol Parsons will lead the class. Ms. Muggli 
has a Master’s in Counseling Psychology and is a Licensed Professional Coun-
selor with more than a decade of experience as a bereavement counselor and 
grief group facilitator. Pastor Carol is Minister of Care at First Presbyterian 
Church of Littleton and previously served as a hospital chaplain for 13 years. 

  

In order to properly prepare materials for everyone                                
coming to the class, please register by February 10. 

Simply call the church office, 303-798-1389.  

February 17 – March 30, 6:30 - 8:30 pm. 

First Presbyterian Church of Littleton  
1609 W. Littleton Blvd., Littleton, CO 80120 
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Calendar Info:  

Men’s Breakfast: February 8 at 7:30 am Louis ’ Diner 
Pastor’s Breakfast: February 9 at 9:30 in Ficklin Hall 
Afternoon Book Club: February 13 at 1pm in Ayers Parlor 
Open Door Circle: February 20 at 10 am Basement  
Ash Wednesday Worship: February 26 at 7pm 

GOOD NEWS !! 
KING SOOPERS REWARDS PROGRAM UPDATE  

4
th

 QUARTER 2019 UPDATE 
 

We are happy to announce that we received our fourth quarterly (Oct to Dec) payout.   
This last quarter we received $1,255.   
 
For 2019 we earned a total of $4,517.  Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the shopping rewards program. 
 
We have 76 reward program cardholders signed up to date.   We would still like to get 
more people signed up with this program. 
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   In My Garden 
                         By Elinor Packard 

 
Some of my earliest memories are of helping my mother in the              
garden. In fact, both of my parents had bright green thumbs. With my 
mother there were roses of all colors, sweet-smelling stock and            
ginger and one year rows and rows of zinnias in every color                  
imaginable. My dad loved trees. He planted an orange tree the year I 
was born. We had apricots, apples, figs, lemons and on one tree he 
grafted limes and grapefruit. Working with them grounded me in earth 
and water, forming a lasting need for getting my hands dirty. Often now, 

I find myself outside puttering or just wandering. My garden has become my safe place, 
my doorway to peace and connecting to God. 
 
In 2003, after a few years of wandering from home to home, we bought a brand new 
house. We had owned other homes with yards to putter in, but this was the first time I 
was able to start from scratch. We planned, we hired a landscaper for the basics and 
they planted the first of our trees and a lush lawn. I had hoped for a water feature, but 
that wasn’t in the budget. On my birthday, my children gave me a tiered fountain. I fell in 
love with it right away. It drew me outside in the early morning hours—my favorite time              
of day. Often I start my day sitting on the patio in the warm sun, my fountain close by, 
drinking coffee, reading and praying and watching the birds appear. I am refreshed by 
the sound of water spilling tier to tier.  
 
The birds are a constant source of entertainment. The robins swoop in, getting a drink 
and splashing about before they dive underneath the cover of the strawberries that grow 
at the edge of the lawn. The wide strawberry leaves bob up and down as they search for 
breakfast. The bright yellow finches dart in and out of the low branches of the tree          
shading the fountain. The house finch, looking like mini robins, perch on the smallest tier, 
clearly enjoying their spot as much as I do.  For me, these moments are magical and                     
spiritual.  
 
One early morning while filling the fountain with fresh water, a hummingbird                        
approached, fluttering, oh so close, then another and another danced around me. As I 
moved away from the fountain, hose in hand, they followed, not ready to stop playing in 
the spray of the water. When they finally zoomed off, I stood there in awe, grinning ear to 
ear. I knew I had experienced something very special. I had been treated to a visible gift 
from God.  
 
I now crave those moments. When I am blue, I go in search of “my birds.” If I haven’t 
seen them in a day or two, I am now brave enough to say to God, “Hey, I could sure use 
one to fly by right now.” 
 
I should never doubt an answer, because so often, just as I begin to think it might be                                    
another day before I get a visitor, somebody appears. A finch on the edge of the fountain, 
or I hear the high-pitched “chickadee dee” of the beautiful black-capped birds. But my  
favorite is when the hummingbirds use my backyard as their highway— jetting above the 
trees—sometimes just hovering for a brief moment above me. I am looking up to the 
heavens at that point, thanking my God. The God who hears and answers even the 
smallest of my requests. And I am grateful. 
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February “Together in Prayer”
LOVE:  For God so Loved the World…

Clear our minds of all that hurts ourselves and others, and in the space a song 

of joy, a word of praise, a smile, a hug, sharing your love, the simple things 

that make this world a better place 

 

 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just 

as I have loved you, you should love each other.  Your love for one 

another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.      

Jesus, Help us to see that 
we are your  messengers of 
love to a world desperate to 
be loved.  Show us that 
each one of us is   valuable 
to your kingdom and that 
you want to use us to spread 
your love.  Give us the cour-
age and conviction to share 
your story and your love with 
others. Amen. 

Remind me, Lord. 

I keep forgetting that I don’t have 

to be deserving of Your love,   

but You love me anyway. I don’t 

have to earn Your love.  I keep 

forgetting that Your love has  al-

ways been and will                     

always   be with me, whether I 

recognize it or not.  Your love is                                     

unconditional.  Remind me, 

Lord. I keep   forgetting that I can 

rely on Your love. 

Amen. 
 

 

 “And now faith, hope, and 

love abide, these three; and 

the greatest of these is love. 

 1 Corinthians 13:13 NRSV 
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           Together in Prayer: February 16 
            Come to Ayers Parlor at 10am 
Experience the power of praying with others. 

Jodie Wiepking on harp 

February “Together in Prayer”  

For God so Loved the World… 

 Dear God,  

 Thank you that you are a loving, 

gracious God.  Thank you that your 

love is perfect, it never fails, and that 

nothing can separate us from your 

love. 

 

We pray that our lives would be filled 

and overflowing with the power of 

your love so that we can make a                        

difference in this world and bring 

honor to you.  We ask for your help 

in reminding us that the most im-

portant things are not what we do 

outwardly.  It’s not based on any                

talent or gift, but the most significant 

thing we can do in this life is simply 

to love you and to choose to love 

others.   Amen. 

 Lord, Help us to keep 

your commandment to love 

you, the Lord our God, with 

all our heart, with all our 

soul, with all our mind, and 

with all our strength and to 

love our neighbors as our-

selves. 

 Help us to love others 

even when that person 

makes us angry.   

 Help us to love others 

even when someone has hurt 

us. Keep our minds free of 

judgmental thoughts and            

instead, help us to try to                

understand our neighbors.   

 Kind thoughts, kind 

words, and kind smiles can 

go a long way to keeping 

your commandments. 

 Guide me each day so 

that I can love and be kind.   

Thank you for loving me first.   

     Amen 

But you, O Lord, are a          

compassionate and loving 

God, slow to anger, abounding 

in love and faithfulness.”  

                Psalm 86:15 
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A Minute for Stewardship  
The FPCL finance report from 2019 was recently shared at the annual meeting. It was 

an impressive report showing the strong support this church receives from its members, 

regular attendees, and guests. However, one area that was trending well in 2018, still 

seems to be an opportunity as we move into 2020 - Per Capita. 

We (FPCL) do not believe in being lone rangers in the PC(USA). We need each other 

as we work together to share the good news of Jesus Christ. As we benefit from the 

gifts, skills, vision, and ministry of each other in this place, so, too, do we benefit from an 

even wider array of gifts and ministry of our Presbyterian brothers and sisters across the 

church. Your per capita pays for the programs, training, and resources that help us work 

together and discern the mind of Christ for the PC(USA). 61% of the funds collected go 

straight to Denver Presbytery, 28% to the General Assembly, and 11% to the Synod of 

the Rocky Mountains. 

In 2019, FPCL paid Denver Presbytery $9,856.00 in Per Capita…members contributed 

approximately 43% of that, or $4,245.00. Comparing 2018 Per Capita contributions to 

the 2019 contributions, it seems we are trending down. As we reflect on this, the             

Stewardship team felt it was a good time to remind everyone what Per Capita is and 

why it is important to us – because many of you may not know that FPCL                          

contributes the full per capita amount due each year regardless of a member’s  

active contribution! 

• Does our congregation want to benefit from relationships and cooperation with other 

Presbyterian churches across the country? Your per capita pays for the General               

Assembly meeting every two years where Presbyterians gather together to worship and 

discern the mind of Christ for the church. 

• Does our congregation want to be involved in mission work throughout the world,       

sharing the gospel in all parts of the earth? In many places in our world, it is difficult to 

“do mission” except by working ecumenically with other churches. Your per capita helps 

to pay for meetings of Presbyterians with people of other Christian churches, allowing 

us to maintain those ties for mission. 

• Do we want to benefit from helpful Presbyterian resources such as the Book of Order 

and The Book of Confessions? Your per capita pays for producing these basic                        

resources, including in Spanish, Korean, and Braille. 

• Do we want future generations to learn about our congregation’s present work (e.g., 

anniversary celebrations, membership rolls, session actions)? Your per capita helps to 

fund the Presbyterian Historical Society – preserving and sharing the Presbyterian              

experience. 

• Do we want pastors who are well prepared to lead our congregations? Your per capita 

funds the preparation, administration, and grading of standard ordination examinations 

for seminary students. 
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Financial Update 

End of year giving was extraordinary! The numbers above do not include the dona-

tions for the boiler of $54,000. The boiler has been ordered and should be installed 

soon. Thank you for your generosity. 

MINUTE FOR MISSION:   
In January, donations were made to Love, Inc., Life Center, Pastor Carol’s Funds,  Grab 
and Go bags and Socks and Bars. We received a thank you card from Love With Actions.  
It said, 

 
 “Thank you so much for being a part of what we are doing in 
LWA to support and advocate for children with disabilities from 
vulnerable families in Rwanda. We are now supporting 35                 
children and their families. We were able to support 12 children 

to get orthopedic  surgery and LWA is supporting 12 children to go to school after medical 
treatment. Twenty-five moms have jobs at LWA center for sewing and weaving. We thank 
you so much for your contribution in 2019! Merry Christmas and happy prosperous New 
year. Gilbert Kubwimana, Executive Director.”  
 
With the 2 sales of items from LWA, we sent them a check for $1,818. Thank you all for 
shopping! We also recieved a lovely thank you note from Sue leister thanking us for our 
donation to Hearts Full of Happy telling us how happy the children are in Ethiopia to                       
receive the school supplies.  

  

December 2019 Year to Date 2019 

Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $72,661.85 $62,052.74  $ 474,036.22   $ 471,814.00  

Expenses $40,299.30 $41,290.90  $ 437,282.53   $ 471,814.00  

Surplus/Deficit $32,362.55  $20,761.84   $   36,753.69   $                 -    

• Do we want well-trained leaders for our presbyteries and more? Your per capita pays for 

annual training events for presbytery executives, stated clerks, and others who help lead 

our work and mission. 

Thanks to all of you who have already paid your share ($35 per member) of the $9,856.00 
per capita FPCL will contribute in 2020.  By contributing your portion of per capita, you have 
freed up dollars in our regular budget for the work of our congregation in this community.  
If you haven’t yet contributed in 2020, we hope you will consider doing so…see you 
in church! 
Your Stewardship Committee: 
Dave LeMay, Co-Chair: 303-619-5190, leprinoRD@gmail.com   
Trey McDowell: 720-254-0639, trey.mcdowell@gmail.com  
Sue Chandler, 303-347-9191, mesue35@aol.com 
Dee Getzinger, 303-797-8343, deedg2667@gmail.com 
Don Meersman, 303-319-6774, dmeers77@gmail.com 

mailto:trey.mcdowell@gmail.com
mailto:dmeers77@gmail.com
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 Question: Does FPCL, or the congregation, need to know that I’ve included the 

church in my legacy giving plan? 

Answer: The simple answer is no but consider the impact it may have on              
others. Many times people may feel that they don’t have enough to make an impact. 
Other times they may feel like they’re going to be perceived as wanting attention or 
praise. Consider, though, that by identifying yourself as a participant in “Planned 
Giving,” you may be the inspiration that someone needs to participate as well.  
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Staff Directory 
Pastor Cody Sandahl: (303) 798-1389 Ext 104,  

   Emergency Number: 720-258-6185, Email: cody@fpcl.org  

Pastor Carol Parsons, Director of Congregational Care: (303) 798-1389 Ext 106                        

 Cell: (303) 919-7624, Email: pastorcarol@fpcl.org  

Kate Ballard, Director of Children’s Ministry, (303)798-1389 ext. 111 

 Email: children@fpcl.org 

Mary Dailey, Director of Worship Arts, Cell: (303) 668-0727  

   Email: mkdailey@me.com  

Karen Meersman, Director of Handbells & Children/Youth Music 

 Email: meers@ecentral.com   

James Bierschwale, Interim Director of Youth, (303) 798.1389 ext. 110 

 Email: youth@fpcl.org 

Cynthia Kern, Wedding Coordinator  Cell: 720) 985-7090, Home: (303) 988-1984 

 C.A.Kern@icloud.com 

Elinor Packard, Office Administrator (303) 798-1389 Ext 101  

 Email: fpcl@fpcl.org  

Joan Lund, Financial Secretary (303) 798-1389 ext.103,  

 Email: finance@fpcl.org 

 
In Service to Our Country  

 

 Capt. Ricky Casburn 

 Capt. Connor Venrick, Hawaii 

 Brett Wilson, at sea 

 Sgt. Benjamin Lund, Afghanistan 

 Bobby Johannsen 

 LCDR. Per Rychecky, USS Harry S. Truman 

 Connor McDaniel, Army 

 Donnie Donahue, PFC, Marines, Prague 

 Nathanial Syron, Aide to the Army Chaplain 

 Pvt. Isaiah Boehm, Ft. Polk, LA 
 

Missions  

 John Altemus 

 Jory Bayne, Metro Denver 

 Presbytery of Zimbabwe 

 Cross Cultural Community  

 South Asia Mission 

 Jeffco Action Center 

 Highline Place 

Prayer List 

 Jon Heggie 

 Kristin Packard 

 Gloria Pool 

 Jim Biner 

 Joyce Lei 

 Eleanor Spence 

 Joyce Fuller 

 Wilmajean Coate 

 Kent Griffith  

 Jean Wilbur 

 Joy Carreño  

 Rollie Fuller 

 Tim Graham 

 Lonna Williams 

 Willliam Hults 

 Jay Radcliff 

 Jerree Stroh 

 Doug Lemieux 
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Littleton, CO  

OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - Friday 9:00 am to Noon and 1:00pm 

to 4:00 p.m. 

Office is closed on Saturdays.   

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 Sunday Worship: 8:30 am & 10:30am 

 Children’s Sunday School 10:45am 

 FIRST WORD NEWSLETTER:                                   

The   DEADLINE for the March  

Newsletter is Friday, February 21 

Return Service Requested 


