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Prince of Peace come near: 

 Untangle jumbled minds 

 Calm frantic souls 

 Lift the burdens of pandemic living 

Prince of Peace come near: 

 Touch sickness with health, 

 Breathe comfort into loss, 

 Walk with us, by us, and, when necessary, 

for us 

Prince of Peace come near: 

 Provide enough and to spare for works of 

mercy 

 Bring forth faith to move mountains 

 Teach new ways of being Church 

 

Prince of Peace, God of Wonder, Spirit of Life. 

Holy One, Holy Three. Hear our prayer and 

grant us soul’s ease.  Amen. 

 

Source: John L. Odom, General Presbyter, Presbytery of                     

Mid-Kentucky, Day 137 of 180 Days of Prayer.  
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THE DEACONS’ JOURNAL… 

 The Romano’s families you financially supported during the Pandemic 

are now re-employed at Romano’s.  Thank you for your generous              

donations that kept them afloat. 

 We launched our own Younique study group on September 3
rd

.  We had 

to postpone our next session on September 17
th
 due to extensive illnesses to 

Thursday, October 1
st
. 

 Some of us grocery shopped for members.   

 We gave out King Sooper’s cards to needy recipients, having raised the amount 

from $25 to $40. 

 We wrote or called the people in our neighborhoods. 

 We divvied out the “uncovered” neighborhood among us, and have been calling our 

new neighbors weekly. 

 We call our assigned list of members weekly. 

 Whatever we do, we do because of your generous donations to us to use on your 

behalf.   

Thank you,  Barbara Biner 

Bell Choir News! 

WE'RE BACK!  Happy Fall, Church Family!  Your FPCL bell choirs are so excited 
and thankful for the opportunity to stay distanced and rehearse together 
again!  Nothing can "mask" our joy!!   We have recorded several pieces for online 
worship, so stay tuned!  
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Children’s Ministry 
 
This year the Christian Education Committee asked our entire congregation to support 

the Children’s Ministry Support  Promise by writing individual notes of love,               

encouragement, and support to all of our children so they could be reminded of how 

much they are treasured by our FPCL family. Thanks to   everyone's support and 

prayers we received over 360 notes that were then distributed to all of our children! 

Because of our congregation's generosity each of our children will receive an             

envelope in the mail stuffed full with positive and encouraging notes. Thank you SO 

MUCH to every one who participated in the Children's Ministry Support Promise this 

year and who  continues to pray for our beloved children! 

 

Blessings, Kate  
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The Car Ride 

This is a true story about how a car ride to relieve COVID cabin fever became an                   
unforgettable encounter with God.  

It all started one evening with a phone call from Tucson. The caller explained 
that her sister, a member of our church, was growing more and more anxious and    
depressed because of the COVID restrictions. She felt strongly that her sister needed 
to get out of her apartment. “Can you or someone at the church take her for a car 
ride?” she asked.  

A couple days later, I picked up the lady at her apartment, loading her walker  
into the back seat of my car. Not sure where this car ride was headed, but certain a 
cold beverage would be helpful, we stopped at the Starbuck’s near church, then 
made our way south on Santa Fe. Leaving traffic behind, finding wide-open spaces, 
and seeing natural beauty were my quick assessment goals. 

In 20 minutes, we turned off at Sedalia, then continued west into the simple, 
surrounding countryside. When I saw the sign for the Sacred Retreat House (once 
site of our church retreat), I turned in and followed the long, winding road with natural 
vistas all round. I didn’t know how COVID might have changed things at the Retreat 
House. We’ll just take it as it comes, I thought. Whatever happens, the lady will have 
had at least a change of scenery.  

I hadn’t planned to get out of the car, but as we arrived at the main entrance,  

I parked and unloaded her walker. We put on our masks and walked together to the 
doors of the main building. Inside, we followed the amber-colored hall to the chapel.  

Of course, the seating had been thinned out for social distancing, but as always, the 
presence of God was palpable. We sat down and without intending to, I prayed aloud. 
She prayed aloud. We hung out.  

After we left the chapel, I showed her the door to the retreat grounds, checking 
in to see if she was up for more walking. She was. Slowly, we walked the paths on the 
perimeter of the broad lawn flanked by trees of all kinds, sculpture, and places to 
seat.  

The only other life in sight were birds, butterflies and squirrels.  She took it all in. “I 
can’t remember the last time, I’ve seen so many birds and butterflies,” she said.   

We’d walked quite ways when I spied a two-seater wood swing in the grass off 
the path. “Want to try for the swing?” I asked encouragingly. Carefully, I coached her 
as she traversed the grass with her walker. Seemed like she liked the challenge. I 
eased her into the swing and moved the walker to the side, then we both pushed 
back, our feet clearing the ground. Back and forth. Back and forth. Back and forth.  

 I lost track of giving an anxious and depressed church member a car ride. All I 
knew was that it was good to be in God’s creation and to be a companion in a swing. 
If being ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament means anything, it might 
mean this. “When I go to bed tonight, I’ll remember this,” she said. “I’ll never forget.” 

          —Carol Parsons 

Sharing Our Faith  
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Share Your Story! If you are interested in contributing your faith story, please let 

us know.  Sharing your story may be just what someone needs. Encouraging each 

other in our walk with God is so essential to bringing us all together.  Contact Elinor 

Packard  or Cody Sandahl with questions or to request help .  303-798-1389 or 

fpcl@fpcl.org  or cody@fpcl.org 

     Minute for Mission 

This month, we felt there was a need to help with all the 
wildfires and hurricanes so we donated to that cause 
through Presbyterian Disaster Relief Fund.  We also gave 
money to Pastor Cody to refill the socks and bars buck-

et.  Money was also given to our own Whiz Kids and Pastor Carol. 

Thank you again for your generosity. 

        Thanksgiving Update! 

We are excited to announce that we will be doing a scaled down                

Covid-safe version of Thanksgiving this year! Our wonderful chef 

Daniel Kurtz is enthusiastic and ready to cook! We will only be doing 

delivery meals, and will be asking for donations of money rather than food. The                     

estimated cost of preparing just delivery meals this year is about $1400, so thanks in 

advance for your generosity.  We will also need lots of volunteers. If you feel like you 

would be comfortable helping out, or know of any young folks who would like to serve 

as your proxy volunteers, that would be a great help. And, as always, money to                    

purchase food is always welcome. Checks should be made out to 

First Presbyterian Church of Littleton, and mailed to the church,                          

attention Elinor. Questions or suggestions are welcome as well. 

Call Stacey Ryan at 303-345-8193 or email 

staceyryan123@gmail.com. 

Happy Thanksgiving!! 

mailto:staceyryan123@gmail.com
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For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. - Matthew 6:21 
 

FPCL family and friends, 
 
As you can imagine, the annual Pledge Drive for First Presbyterian is going to look a 
bit different this year.  We’re still going to have a Stewardship Sunday (November 15) 
where we’ll recognize and celebrate the time, talents, and treasures all of you so gen-
erously give to the church every year.  However, there’s no in-person worship that 
Sunday, there won’t be a fellowship potluck following the service, and we’re coming 
up with additional ways for you to pledge without being at the church to return  the 
pledge card that you’ll be receiving in the mail in several weeks. 
 
We all know that 2020 has been a challenging year as our lives have been upended 
by the coronavirus pandemic.  It may not feel like there’s been much to celebrate but 
in fact First Presbyterian is still here and still vital thanks to your overwhelming sup-
port.  Our ministries adapted from in-person fellowship and worship to using video 
technology to help us stay connected with each other and our living God.  We in-
creased our mission work through additional funds and service projects to support in-
dividuals, families and other organizations assisting those in need in our community.  
We rose to the challenge of continuing to be “A Church in Action.”  It’s OK to mourn 
the temporary loss of those things that we hold so dear about our church, but we 
should take great pride in what First Presbyterian has still been able to accomplish. 
 
Looking ahead to 2021 Session has identified several broad goals for our congrega-
tion that will be possible through your continued support: 
 

Investing in helping our members to live their “divine design,” that is, the life calling 
and spiritual pathways that connect each of us to our living God.  The recent 
sermon series and “Younique” Bible Study program are an introduction to show 
us how we can best connect our spiritual gifts with the ministries of our church. 

Continuing to encourage the building of relationships throughout our congregation, 
including between generations and connecting with younger adult members.  
This will be challenging as we are still limited in our in-person contact.  There 
are many ways that we can still connect and get to know others well enough to 
be able to pray for them in specific ways. 

Supporting our devoted staff and volunteers to not only maintain our ministries but 
grow them as opportunities arise.  As just one example, Kate Ballard, our Direc-
tor of Children’s Ministry, has shown great creativity in adapting Vacation Bible 
School and now Sunday School to an online format to reach out to our children 
and their families.  And we are excited about re-invigorating our Youth Ministry 
with the recent addition of Jason Jones to our staff. 

 
We hope that you will consider making a pledge of financial support for 2021 to the 
FPCL Operating Budget to help us carry out these initiatives as well as an offering for 
the PCUSA Per Capita assessment.  Joan Lund, our Financial Secretary, will be mail-

A Minute for Stewardship—Fall Pledge Drive 
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ing out letters and pledge cards in early October that can be filled out and mailed 
back to the church.  In addition, we will provide information on how you can email 
Joan directly to make a pledge.  Even though we won’t be able to have a potluck, the 
Stewardship team is working on a way for us to celebrate our gifts and continued              
fellowship on November 15. 

 

Thank you for your love and support of our church as we work to spread the grace 
and Good News of our savior Jesus Christ! 
 
Your Stewardship Committee: 
Dave LeMay, Chair: 303-619-5190, leprinoRD@gmail.com   
Trey McDowell: 720-254-0639, trey.mcdowell@gmail.com  
Sue Chandler, 303-347-9191, mesue35@aol.com 

Dee Getzinger, 303-797-8343, deedg2667@gmail.com 

Don Meersman, 303-319-6774, dmeers77@gmail.com 

  
August 2020 Year to Date 2020 
Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $24,747.30 $29,937.48  $        314,647.66   $   294,313.93  

Expenses $36,106.56 $39,406.98  $        272,054.05   $   302,384.80  

Surplus/Deficit ($11,359.26) ($9,469.50)  $          42,593.61   $      (8,070.87) 

Financial update 

August was not our best month. Most income categories were below the budgeted 
amount. Even though expenses continue to run well under budget, the deficit was 
substantial. We should focus on the big picture. We have a $42,500 surplus for the 
year. I am thinking that will be enough to come out of 2020 without a deficit for the 
year. Now that limited 1

st
 Sunday worship has resumed, we may see an increase in 

the revenue. Thank you for your continued support of the missions at this church.  

mailto:trey.mcdowell@gmail.com
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Dear First Presbyterian Family,  

Dave continues to improve. It’s been 8 weeks since his triple bypass surgery. We 
want to thank you again for all your cards, calls and prayers. Looking forward to see-
ing you all post Covid.  

Blessings, Dave and Jennet White 
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WHIZ KIDS TUTORING FALL 2020 

 

Like everyone else, everything else,  Whiz Kids Tutoring is going though changes for 
the beginning of the school year.  Because we are “Zooming” our tutoring our                    

numbers are down. We are hoping to return to “normal” later in the year!  

Thank you for all the aluminum cans that your are collecting. Please continue to save 
them for us!  Call, text  or email me and I will make arrangement to come and get 
them.  Roberta Wheeler  frkrakr@yahoo.com  cell: 559-737-2018 or                                    
home: 303-862-6197.    

THANKS!!!     Roberta 

Drive-by Bible Give-Away Day! 

mailto:frkrakr@yahoo.com
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We are so thankful for your prayers and continued partnership for the Gospel. We 

would love to hear how we can be praying for you! With Gratitude, Jory & Mallory 

Bayne 
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Staff Directory 
Pastor Cody Sandahl: (303) 798-1389 ext 104,  

   Emergency Number: 720-258-6185, Email: cody@fpcl.org  

Pastor Carol Parsons, Director of Congregational Care: (303) 798-1389 ext 106                        

 Cell: (303) 919-7624, Email: pastorcarol@fpcl.org  

Kate Ballard, Director of Children’s Ministry,  Email: children@fpcl.org 

   Cell: (720) 443-8918 

Mary Dailey, Director of Worship Arts, Cell: (303) 668-0727  

   Email: mkdailey@me.com  

Karen Meersman, Director of Handbells & Children/Youth Music 

 Email: meers@ecentral.com   

Jason Jones, Director of Youth, (303) 798.1389 ext.110 

 Email: youth@fpcl.org 

Cynthia Kern, Wedding Coordinator  Cell: (720) 985-7090, Home: (303) 988-1984 

 C.A.Kern@icloud.com 

Elinor Packard, Office Administrator (303) 798-1389 ext 101  

 Email: fpcl@fpcl.org  

Joan Lund, Financial Secretary (303) 798-1389 ext.103,  

 Email: finance@fpcl.org 

 
 

In Service to Our Country  

 Capt. Ricky Casburn 

 Capt. Connor Venrick, Hawaii 

 Brett Wilson, at sea 

 Sgt. Benjamin Lund, Kuwait  

 Bobby Johannsen, at sea 

 LCDR. Per Rychecky, USS Harry S. Truman 

 Connor McDaniel, Army 

 Donnie Donahue, PFC, Marines, Prague 

 Nathanial Syron, Aide to the Army Chaplain 

 Pvt. Isaiah Boehm, Ft. Polk, LA 

 Jeremy Colwell, Afghanistan 

 C3C Cameryn McKinnell, USAFA  
 

Missions  

 John Altemus 

 Jory Bayne, Metro Denver 

 Presbytery of Zimbabwe 

 Cross Cultural Community  

 South Asia Mission 

 Jeffco Action Center 

Prayer List 
 Kathy & Bill Frear  & Kati 

Bach upon the death of            
Sally Holden 

 Bob Backus 

 Jon Heggie 

 Gloria Pool 

 Jim Biner 

 Joyce Lei 

 Eleanor Spence 

 Joyce Fuller 

 Rollie Fuller 

 Wilmajean Coate 

 Kent Griffith  

 Jean Wilbur 

 Joy Carreño  

 Lonna Williams 

 William Hults 

 Jay Radcliff 

 Doug Lemieux 

 Joanie Coffey 

 David Turner 

 Tracey & Mike Eidson 



12 

Inside this Issue 

Bell Choir News 2 

Deacon’s Journal 2 

Children’s Ministry 3 

Sharing Our Faith 4 

Minute for Mission 5 

Thanksgiving News 5 

Minute for Stewarship 6 

Whiz Kids Tutoring 9 

Prayer List 11 

US  Postage 

PAID 

Non-Profit  

Permit # 47 

Littleton, CO  

OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - Friday : The church office is closed 

for normal business hours. Someone will be in 

the office on Monday mornings from 9:30 am to 

noon.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 Sunday Worship: online at fpcl.org  

 In-Person Worship will held on the 1st 

Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m.               

Reservations required. Go to FPCL.org. 

 Children’s Sunday School check out 

Kate’s recorded message during online 

worship. 

 FIRST WORD NEWSLETTER:                                   

The DEADLINE for the November 

Newsletter is Friday, October 16. 

Return Service Requested 


