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First Word 

First Presbyterian Church of Littleton  

Belong, Believe, Be Loving 

May the God of hope  

fill you with all joy and  

peace as you trust in him,  

so that you may overflow  

with hope by the power  

of the Holy Spirit.' 

Romans 15:13  
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Introducing our 2021 Elders 
Sue Chandler: A little bit about me …. I was born in Lakewood, Colorado, and was 
raised half of my life here and then half in Beaverton, Oregon. I graduated from                
Whitworth University with a degree in elementary education.  I taught pre-school     
during the 1990s.   I have had the privilege of being able to give back and serve as 
a community volunteer most of my teen and adult life.  I served on the Littleton 
Public Schools board of education for 8 years.    
 

I have always had a sense of and belief in God.  I was born, raised and continue to be a                   
lifelong Presbyterian.  I have been active in every church I have been a member of since youth).          
I first served as a youth elder in high school.  I work with the youth of our church teaching high 
school Sunday school and serving as a leader on many youth summer mission trips.  I enjoy 
working with youth.  I’m passionate about encouraging them to find, know and utilize their God 
given gifts as well as helping them find their purpose.  I have served on the mission committee, 
the stewardship committee, the community dinner committee, worked with the youth programs 
and now also currently serving as an elder. I’m honored to be an Elder at FPCL. 
 
I like outdoor activities such as hiking, biking, kayaking and gardening.  I enjoy meeting with and 
spending time with people and trying to observe, listen and understand their backgrounds.  I 
have 3 grown up children (1 daughter and 2 sons).  I have been blessed to have been married for 
35 years.  I have done two missionary trips to Rwanda (first was in 2015 second was in 2017). 
I looking forward to what God has in store for us. 

 
Bob Chapman: Hailing from Cincinnati, Bob attended University of Cincinnati 
(Chemical Engineering) and Stanford (MBA), with post-graduate business studies at 
MIT and  University of Michigan. His 34-year career at Dow Corning in Midland,         
Michigan, included management assignments in finance, product development,            
business  management, and eleven years leading the worldwide Information            
Technology  capability. Bob and Barb  (a Methodist!) moved to Denver to be near 
their son, daughter, and two grandchildren, all in Highlands Ranch. Bob’s current in-
terests include tennis, hiking, playing  music (piano, organ), writing, building model 

trains, and enjoying the kids and grandkids.  
     
Why an Elder? 1) My Christian role models – my devout Presbyterian mother, my Presbyterian 
minister cousin, and my Sunday school teacher/best man -- would be very happy; 2) I felt I could 
make a difference in  improving FPCL’s financial stability; and 3) being an Elder at FPCL is spiritu-
ally rewarding -- and socially fun!   

 
Bill Frear: My wife, Kathy, and I joined FPCL in March 2006. We moved here from   
Pennsylvania in the summer of 2003 due to family commitments. 
 
I was asked to be a Deacon in the fall of 2006. I served five years of a three-year 
term. At the end of the third year, I was asked to extend for one more year. At the 
end of the fourth year, I was asked to be head of the Nominating Committee, provid-
ed I would serve as a Deacon for a fifth year. After that year, I was asked to be an El-

der for three years. Again, I was asked to extend that term for an additional three years. Due to 
the rules of the church, I was not able to serve as an Elder beyond those six years. After “doing 
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nothing” for a year, I was again asked to serve as an Elder. I currently (2020) am finishing my 
first year of this term. I have been a member of the Personnel Committee since 2007. I also 
am on the Properties Committee, having been the head of the committee for several years. I 
became a Deacon initially because one of the members of the Nominating Committee asked 
me to serve, and I felt it was something useful for me to do. I became an Elder because I had 
learned a lot about the church, and was interested in making  decisions regarding the opera-
tions of the church. I have not regretted this decision. 
 
 I was born in Utica, New York. Chronologically, I have lived in New York, Alabama, New 
York, Alabama, Wisconsin, Illinois, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and       
Colorado. Kathy and I enjoy living here. I feel God’s presence every time I see the mountains, 
as well as each time I am in our church, even if I am the only person there. 

 
Julie Johnston: . I was born in Kansas but graduated from the University of Colo-
rado. I have one son and two "perfect" granddaughters. I love to quilt, sewing 
funky stuff and read. I joined the church in 2017 so I'm a newbie. I love this 
church for the people and the openness for change.       
 

Christi Kamath: Christi is a Colorado Native, born in Denver.  She graduated 
from the University of Colorado at Boulder (BA) and Regis University 
(MBA).  Christi has been an accountant for the past 15 years and is currently 
an accounting controller  at the Department of Military and Veteran 
Affairs.  She loves to travel and spend time with her dachshund, Jackson.    
 She hopes to one day retire with Robert to a Caribbean destination as they 

both love the beach.   
 
Christi has been blessed with a beautiful son, Adi and loving husband, Robert.  Her journey 
led her to FPCL January 2019.  Since then, she has focused her time and attention on her           
relationship with the Lord.  Christi became an elder in 2020.   

 
Lynda Kizer: I’m honored to be a nominee to serve once again as an Elder on 
the Personnel committee. I was very fortunate to be raised in a Christian Home 
with a wonderful Youth Group all through High School. 
 
After Jim and I married we both got involved working with the Sr. High Youth 
group both in 1st Pres Littleton in 1972-1974 and after moving back to Amarillo 
in 1974 in my large Presbyterian church in Amarillo between  1975-1980.   

 
I received a call to become an Elder during that time and have been fortunate to have served 
on the session, first in Amarillo  on Mission and on a APNC there and then once again here at 
1st Pres Littleton.  Once back in Littleton, I’ve served as moderator of Worship for 6 years;             
Personnel for 6+ years; Co-moderator of CE with Adonna Hipple and on the PNC that called 
Pastor Cody.  And of course, as many of you know, I received a call to start our Monthly Free 
Community Dinner over 4+ years ago and can hardly wait until we can get that started back 
up sometime in 2021.   
 
 I’ve always felt a call to serve and in Texas started both a Volunteer Action Center and a 
Volunteers in the Amarillo Public School System.  I’ve also worked with Juveniles on Probation 

Continued  on page 4 
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and Domestic Violence and on several non-profit boards. 
 
 As our two boys started growing up, I worked for about 30+ years in Dentistry; with the 
last 19 years in my own business as a Dental Management Consultant.  I really felt that was            
also a calling for me and I loved nearly every minute of it. 
 
I’m honored to be asked to serve once again on our session, working with Personnel.  This 
church is truly a Blessing and very important part of my life. 

 
Mary Lareau:    As a life-long Presbyterian from the Chicago area, Mary first                  
became a member of FPCL in 1975 after earning her BS in Education from            
CU-Boulder.   Rejoining FPCL last year after 30 years away from Littleton raising 
her family and working in her husband's dental office, as well as an independent 
real estate appraiser.  She enjoyed playing with the "Baby" Bell Choir last year 
and looks forward to continuing when current conditions allow.  As an elder, 
Mary hopes to continue to grow her faith in Jesus through relationships within 

this congregation and do her best to help this church be well-positioned into the future.   
 
Melissa Moore-Winslow: Melissa Moore-Winslow grew up in Miles City,              
Montana, attended a Catholic school and regularly attended Mass at the               
local Catholic Church. However, it wouldn’t be until her late twenties, after 
many trials and  tribulations, that she would come to truly know   Jesus as 
her personal Savior and give Him lordship over her life. By His love and grace 
she was saved and her life has never been the same—for it belongs to Him.  
  
Melissa is blessed to be married to her husband, Blakeley, a wonderful and 

kind man who loves and serves the Lord faithfully. The Lord has also gifted her with a                  
loving and sweet canine friend named Milo.   
 
Melissa attended undergraduate school in South Dakota and later graduate school in the DC 
metro area. She has worked as a litigation paralegal for over 15 years.  In her spare time,      
Melissa enjoys hiking, being in nature, running and spending time with her family.  
 
Melissa prayerfully accepted the invitation to become an elder because she feels the Lord          
calling her to serve others in His name.  She never wants to forget the love, mercy and grace 
that she was given by Jesus and hopes, through Him, to extend those same blessings to others.  
Melissa is looking forward to serving our church family.  

 
Michaela Wilson: Michaela grew up going to church here at First Presbyterian 
and has been involved in many of the opportunities that this church has provid-
ed from youth group to choir and handbells. She has always had a passion for 
music and her second family that she found in the church. 
 
She got her undergraduate degree in exercise science from Colorado  Mesa  
University and received her associates degree of occupational studies from           
PIMA to be a Physical Therapist Assistant. She has a two year old  corgi that 
keeps her busy and on her toes. 

 
Michaela has chosen to become an elder to continue to be involved in the growth of this 
church. She feels with being part of the younger generation that she can help bring another 
view to the table especially with the current pandemic. 
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A Minute for Stewardships—A 2020 Pledge Drive Recap 
 
FPCL friends and family, 
 
The 2020 pledge drive is complete, and Session is busy reviewing and making decisions on 
the budget for 2021. We were blessed to receive support from the majority of those who 
pledged in 2019, and honored to receive new pledges from some of you that have been             
regular contributors through the years. While our goal for pledging was not completely met 
(equaling the amount pledged in 2019), leadership feels we can “tighten” our belts and still 
accomplish the ministry goals we have for the coming year. 
 
No doubt 2020 was a difficult year for all of us.  The pandemic affected everyone in different 
ways, but a common theme was that we all lost something.  Maybe it was a friend or loved 
one due to COVID-19, perhaps we were sick and struggled with recovery.  Perhaps we were 
impacted economically through a loss of income or of a job.  At First Pres we all lost the 
companionship and comradery that comes with being together face-to-face in worship,                   
fellowship, and service.  With loss often comes grief.  We mourn what we can no longer 
have, and the emotions related to it are real:  sadness, frustration, anger, helplessness.  
 
But it is in these dark times that our faith can and must pull us through.  God has a plan for 
each of us and First Presbyterian as we navigate the pandemic.  Even with the loss we've                 
experienced, our members have continued to do what they can to keep up the work of the 
church, which we must continue to do even while we remain apart.  That's why your                   
support, be it through a financial pledge or gift, or through offering your time and talents, 
remains so vitally important.  We'll be back worshipping together soon enough.  We'll return 
to choir rehearsals, youth group nights, Whiz Kids, the Community Dinner and all the things 
that make us First Presbyterian, but it will take commitment from every member to get us 
there.   
 
To those who have pledged, thank you for believing.  To those who have not, please pray 
about it and consider how we can keep First Presbyterian going and serving not only our 
congregation but our community sharing the Love of God and the Salvation that comes 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Blessings to all of you in this New Year – your Stewardship Committee, 
 
Dave LeMay, Chair: 303-619-5190, leprinoRD@gmail.com   
Trey McDowell: 720-254-0639, trey.mcdowell@gmail.com  
Sue Chandler, 303-347-9191, mesue35@aol.com 
Dee Getzinger, 303-797-8343, deedg2667@gmail.com 
Don Meersman, 303-319-6774, dmeers77@gmail.com 

mailto:trey.mcdowell@gmail.com
mailto:dmeers77@gmail.com
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Financial update 

 

 Thank you to all who purchased Poinsettia’s in December. Your generosity 

will benefit the Deacon’s Fund and help those in need within the congrega-

tion and community. 
 

Poinsettia’s were given in Memory of: 

   Mr. & Mrs. William Conley, Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Dauries, & my husband, Mr. John L.  Cook, 

by Joan Cook 

 In memory of Annette Durrant, by her family 

 Sally Holden and Our Loved Ones, by Kathy & Bill Frear 

 Linda Lee Fulk (daughter) and Willy Fulk (my wife), by Bill Fulk 

    My Mother, Lillian Murphy, by Jan Murphy Hole 

 Our Loved Ones, by Judy & Bob Macdonald 

 In loving memory of Al Christensen, by Sue Mumma 

 Our parents, Abe & Mildred Osterhoff and Henry & Margaret Morrison,                                             

by Jim & Marilyn Osterhoff 

 Martha Lea, Ed, Betty, Bob and Jason, by Jennet White 

 Lydia Swan, Rick’s mother, by Rick & Tina Wilson 

 

Poinsettia’s were given in honor of: 

 Fire Fighters, by Sue Abel 

 Betty Anderson, Joan Cook, Eleanor Spence, Deacons & Stewards and Staff, by Barb Biner 

 Our Parents, by Karen & String Ervin 

 Nicholas Iwata, my beloved grandson and first year medical student, by Bill Fulk 

 Merry Christmas Everyone, by Dick & Cathy Graves 

 Jordan, Duncan & Maddyn, by Carol Parsons 

 Our homebound, by Mary Lareau 

  

November 2020 Year to Date 2020 

Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $50,940.75 $26,345.24  $ 424,104.20   $  391,382.78  

Expenses $40,758.17 $38,681.33  $ 378,471.41   $  415,889.99  

Surplus/Deficit $10,182.58  ($12,336.09)  $   45,632.79   $  (24,507.21) 

Thanks for sending in your pledge cards for 2021. Your giving statements should be arriving 
via mail or email shortly. If you would prefer to get your statements via email, please contact 
me at finance@fpcl.org. Thank you for your continued support. Joan Lund 
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Share Your Story! If you are interested in contributing your faith story, please let 
us know.  Sharing your story may be just what someone needs. Encouraging each 
other in our walk with God is so essential to bringing us all together.  Contact Elinor 
Packard  or Cody Sandahl with questions or to request help .  303-798-1389 or 
fpcl@fpcl.org  or cody@fpcl.org 

Minute for Mission 

December is the final month of our 2020 budgeted giving.  We 
have been so blessed that we have not had to cut back on our 
donations.  This month, we gave $500 to Zimbabwe Kids, $500 
to Habitat for Humanity, $600 to Pastor Cody to supplement his 
fund to purchase thank you $10 gift cards for the 80 ICU nurses 

at Swedish Hospital since we have church members who work there, $120 to buy discounted 
backpacks for next year. The mission committee has worked hard to be diligent stewards of 
your donations and we look forward to starting over in 2021. 

 

Deacons’ 5th Sunday Appeal! 
 Drive through noisy offering  

 
It takes courage to ask for help !  It takes all of us to give! 
 Help us to say yes when someone is in need ! 

 
Help us to replenish our dwindling deacons funds January 31 in the church parking lot—1 
o’clock to 2 o’clock .  Bring your coins, money or checks to drop in our buckets.  Make checks 
to FPCL and designate deacon's fund. 
 
See you there  
Thank you the deacons  
 

Congregational Annual Meeting January 17 at 10:15 a.m.! 
Please attended the church’s annual meeting on January 17th at 10:15 
am—either in-person (if we are able) or online via a ZOOM meeting.  
Zoom Meeting information will be sent out through an eblast.  
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Whiz Kids Thank you! 
 

Dear First Pres Family, 
 
Your Generosity for our Whiz Kids Program is once again 
overwhelming.   Collectively you gave just over $2,000 for 
this year’s Whiz Kids Gift Card Giving Tree.  My appreciation 
for each of you is beyond words.   I wish I could be a mouse 
in each house to watch the faces of the  students and their 
parents when they open their Christmas Card and discover 

what is inside.    
 

There are  53  Whiz Kids Programs through out the “Denver” 
area and Ours is the only one that has been adopted by the 
Church Family where it meets.  You All are just Amazing!!! As 
you celebrate this Holiday know that you have made it possible 
for 11 families, 13 Whiz Kids Students and their 20 siblings to 
have a Christmas beyond anything they may have expected. 
 

 
Thanking You with much Gratitude  
Blessings. 
Roberta Wheeler 

 
Blessings upon Each and Every One of You that Donated to 
our 2020 Whiz Kids Christmas: 
* those that donated to our Gift Card Giving Tree ($2000) 
* those that made caps and mittens (36 sets) 
* those that collected cans during the year — I purchased 
3 Tutor Gifts   for their 3 students  
* those who collect and drop off Box Tops for Education 
Labels 

* those who donate Books to and Help with our Quilt Show Book Sale 
— looking  forward to 2021!! 
* those who anonymously donate to our Whiz Kids Fund 
* those who ask about our Students, their Families and our Program. 

Blessings upon ALL of you!!  
Wishing You a Wonderful 2021 — We Will Get Back to More Normal Times. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I call you friends, because you have loved our Whiz Kids’ kiddos in so many ways over the 
years. Your church has shown itself to truly be the body of Christ in the world! We hear all the 
time about the women who knit, the gift cards, and goodies, and most importantly the giving 
of time from so many in the church who have volunteered with us as tutors, club leaders and 
Coordinators. 
 
We are grateful for your partnership and look forward to the day (very soon we hope!) when 
we can meet with our kids in person again at the church.  
  
Hoping for a blessed and wonderful Christmas celebration for everyone! 
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Sharing Our Faith 

The Power of Touch 
 

For so many, 2020 has been a year of separation– from family, friends, work, income and 
church life.   Our understanding of the importance of  human contact seems to have grown                          
exponentially.  This morning as I was drinking my coffee, I was reminded of another loss that 
comes from separation. Touch...there is no more powerful experience than the touch of a  
caring hand. 
 
When I was in my 20’s, my father was diagnosed with diabetes, and his health and emotional 
well-being were struggling. As life-long Christians and active participants in church life, my 
mother and father called upon their leaders and friends from church for prayer.  A group                   
arrived not long after their request was made. With my dad seated in his comfortable chair, 
they gathered around him, everyone touching him as they prayed.  The power of those                    
prayers were palpable—the room was filled with the Holy Spirit. My Dad  gathered strength 
and peace, empowering him to find the courage that his faith gives through his  relationship 
with God, and it carried him through to the end of his life several years later.  
 
Touch… it is a connection unparalleled– it can heal, it can calm, it can discover friendship, it 
can convey love. A hand reaching out to brush the shoulder of a teen or other loved one 
speaks volumes. Sometimes a touch comes from someone unexpected. Add prayer into the 
mix and amazing things happen.  
 
One day while sitting at my desk at church, I was talking to a young homeless woman who 
had come in for some assistance. I was feeling awful– a cold had set in.  We talked for a while 
and I gave her a gift card. As she was leaving, she asked if she could pray for me. Never one to 
turn down a prayer, I agreed. She wanted to hold my hands, but I was feeling so badly, I didn’t 
think it was a good idea, but she came close and held her hand closely over my shoulder and 
prayed for me.  I will never forget it, this homeless woman, with so much need, prayed for 
me! 
 
On another occasion, I experienced the power of God while sitting at my desk. John Altemus, 
missionary and son of members Ginny and Bob Altemus, had come into the office to take care 
of some business. He was on his way back to serve in Asia.  As he thanked me for something I 
had helped him with, he came around the desk and laid his hand on my shoulder and began 
to pray.  I felt his love for God, me and all those he serves through his prayer in that                     
unexpected moment.    
 
So, as we look forward to being together again, try the power of touch with those around 
you. A family member, a care-taker, nurse or doctor. Add in a little prayer too. It will help to 
carry you and them through the waning hours of the pandemic.  
 
God bless and keep you throughout the coming year!  Elinor Packard 
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Staff Directory 
Pastor Cody Sandahl: (303) 798-1389 ext 104,  

   Emergency Number: (720)258-6185, Email: cody@fpcl.org  

Pastor Carol Parsons, Director of Congregational Care: (303) 798-1389 ext 106                        

 Cell: (303) 919-7624, Email: pastorcarol@fpcl.org  

Kate Ballard, Director of Children’s Ministry,  Email: children@fpcl.org 

   Cell: (720) 443-8918 

Mary Dailey, Director of Worship Arts, Cell: (303) 668-0727  

   Email: mkdailey@me.com  

Karen Meersman, Director of Handbells & Children/Youth Music 

 Email: meers@ecentral.com   

Jason Jones, Director of Youth, (303) 798.1389 ext.110 

 Email: youth@fpcl.org 

Cynthia Kern, Wedding Coordinator  Cell: (720) 985-7090, Home: (303) 988-1984 

 C.A.Kern@icloud.com 

Elinor Packard, Office Administrator (303) 798-1389 ext 101  

 Email: fpcl@fpcl.org  

Joan Lund, Financial Secretary (303) 798-1389 ext.103,  

 Email: finance@fpcl.org 

 
In Service to Our Country 

 Major Ricky Casburn 

 Capt. Connor Venrick, Hawaii 

 Brett Wilson, at sea 

 Sgt. Benjamin Lund, Kuwait  

 Bobby Johannsen, at sea 

 LCDR. Per Rychecky, USS Harry S. Truman 

 Connor McDaniel, Army 

 Donnie Donahue, PFC, Marines, Prague 

 Nathanial Syron, Aide to the Army Chaplain 

 Pvt. Isaiah Boehm, Ft. Polk, LA 

 Jeremy Colwell 

 C3C Cameryn McKinnell, USAFA  
 

Missions  

 Jory & Mallory Bayne, Metro Denver 

 Presbytery of Zimbabwe 

 Cross Cultural Community  

 South Asia Mission 

 Jeffco Action Center 

 Highline Place 

 Love, INC 

Prayer List 
 Ellen McAninch and Bon 

Durrant and family upon the 
death of Annie Durrant 

 Don Coate upon the death 
of his mother Wilmajean 

 The family of Bob Jordan 
upon his death 

 Bob Backus 

 Jon Heggie 

 Gloria Pool 

 Jim Biner 

 Joyce Lei 

 Joyce Fuller 

 Rollie Fuller 

 Kent Griffith  

 Jean Wilbur 

 Joy Carreño  

 Lonna Williams 

 William Hults 

 Hedy Lemieux 

 Joanie Coffey 

 Dixie Ruland 
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OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - Friday : The church office is closed for normal business 

hours. Someone will be in the office on Monday mornings from 9:30 

am to noon.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 Sunday Worship: online at fpcl.org  

 Children’s Sunday School check out Kate’s recorded             

message during online worship. 

 FIRST WORD NEWSLETTER:  The DEADLINE for the  

February 2021 Newsletter is Friday, January 15. 

Return Service Requested 


